SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOM,
TOWN HALL, SUDBURY ON WEDNESDAY 15T APRIL 2025 AT 7.00 PM

Presiding: Mr Andy Welsh Mayor of Sudbury
About 17 electors were in attendance.

1. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Copies of the minutes of the last annual town meeting held on 7% May 2025 were available to read,
there were no points raised, they were confirmed by a show of hands and then signed by the Mayor.

2. TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THE SUDBURY ARTS CENTRE IN ST PETER’S

The Mayor re-emphasised the importance of St Peter’ Church, both as a grade one historic building
in the heart of Sudbury, and as the venue for Sudbury Arts Centre. The building is now owned by the
Churches Conservation Trust (CCT) and the operating costs were being subsidised from the National
Lottery grant for an initial period after re-opening, but this period was due to end in the autumn.
Given the valuable contribution made by the Sudbury Arts Centre to the life of the town, the Mayor
had placed this item on the agenda to ensure that there was a firm plan for the future. Recently, the
Sudbury Arts Centre had invited the Mayor, and many other interested parties, to a meeting on 14"
April where the Churches Conservation Trust would explain their plans.

A member of the Friends of St Peter’s confirmed that she had also been invited to the meeting on
14 April and that the Friends of St Peter’s continued to raise money for the maintenance of St

Peter’s. Restoration work was required on the bells and the organ.

The Mayor hoped to be able to brief the full council after he had attended the meeting on 14" April.

3. TO RECEIVE THE MAYOR’S REPORT ON TOWN MATTERS

The Mayor Cllr Andy Welsh described what a fascinating year it had been, giving him a unique insight
into the community life of Sudbury. He used this opportunity to remind everyone of the
tremendous effort put in by voluntary organisations that provide help to the people of Sudbury.

The highlight of his year had been the visit of HRH Princess of Wales to Sudbury Silk Mills. As well as

being an exciting day for all those involved, this visit raised the profile of Sudbury with the potential
to attract more visitors and boost the local economy.

4, TO RECEIVE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE MUNICIPAL CHARITIES

Copies of the accounts of Sudbury Municipal Charities were available for those present at the meeting
to read. The Town Clerk have a summary of the income and expenditure during the year to December
2025 and compared it to the previous year. A copy of the accounts is shown at minute pages 3 to 13.
No issues were raised and the meeting agreed to note the accounts.



5. ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC

Issue 1 — A resident raised her concern over the poor state of the pavements which made it very
difficult for wheelchair users to move about the town. She shared her personal experience of the
difficult of taking a resident from Catchpole Court into the centre of town due to the profile of the
dropped curbs and other dips in the pavement surface.

Issue 2 — A resident asked why the planned visit of the Incredible Moving Cinema in February had
been cancelled at short notice. The Mayor explained that Babergh District Council owned the land
where the Incredible Moving Cinema was due to set up in Kingfisher car park. They had refused
permission for the visit in February due to ongoing maintenance work. Another resident asked why
the funding for the visit of the Incredible Moving Cinema had not been given to the Quay Theatre
instead, as they could also show films. However, it was explained that the Quay Theatre was not
licenced to show the newly released films that were shown by the Incredible Moving Cinema.

Issue 3 — A resident asked the following.

e Potholes — Suffolk County Council were responsible for maintenance of the roads and the
Town Council shared his concern over the number of dangerous potholes in the roads around
Sudbury. Many of the repairs to potholes did not seem to last long and this appeared to be
poor value for money as resurfacing of complete stretches of road would be more likely to
deliver long-term benefit. All residents were encouraged to use the Suffolk Highways
reporting tool to report potholes and other defects. When reporting potholes it was helpful
to measure the depth and width so as to confirm that the hole was large enough to justify
immediate repair.

e Party in the Park — The Mayor confirmed that Party in the park was planned to take place in
Belle Vue Park on Sunday 19' July 2026. This was listed with the other major events for 2026
on the Town Council’s events website.

e Parking Charges — The Mayor confirmed that the Town Council were against the increases in
parking charges, but that Babergh District Council had not consulted them before agreeing to
increase them. This was particularly disappointing as Babergh District Council had previously
stated that they had no intention of increasing the charges after only one year.

e Local Government Reform — A councillor confirmed that there had been an ‘April Fool’ story
on social media suggesting that Sudbury would gain additional powers under the Local
Government Reform plans. This was not the case; although there would be a new unitary
authority for West Suffolk, Sudbury’s role would not change.

6. TOWN MATTERS

No additional town matters were raised.

There were no other matters proposed for discussion and the Mayor concluded the meeting at
8:28pm.



